
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6254 September 29, 2016 
colleagues—because of course nothing 
happens around here unless it is bipar-
tisan. That is the way this place is con-
structed. That is the way the Constitu-
tion is written. I am grateful that 
under the leadership and steady hand 
of Majority Leader MITCH MCCONNELL 
of Kentucky, we have gotten back to 
work and taken care of the country’s 
business. 

Of course, we still have disagree-
ments like we had over spending bills 
that led up to this continuing resolu-
tion, and in the lameduck it will leave 
us with having to deal with the long- 
term spending bills this December, but 
I simply want to make the point that 
leadership matters. Under the leader-
ship of Senator MCCONNELL, our com-
mittees are now actively producing 
legislation on a bipartisan basis that is 
then available to the majority leader 
to bring to the floor for us to debate, 
for Senators to offer suggestions for 
improvement by way of amendment 
and allow everybody to participate in 
that process to vote on the legislation 
and then bring it to the President’s 
desk. 

I hope we can continue to put sound 
policy over the sort of partisan politics 
that left us in the uncomfortable and 
unenviable position we were in yester-
day, trying to meet a deadline to keep 
the government up and running. With a 
little cooperation and a little elevation 
of responsibility to our constituents 
and the people we serve, rather than 
partisan politics, I think we can con-
tinue to do better. 

Mr. President, with that, I yield the 
floor. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The remarks of Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. 
LANKFORD, and Ms. COLLINS pertaining 
to the introduction of S. 3464 and S. 
3462 are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills 
and Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. LANKFORD. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
TILLIS). The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, be-
fore the Senate adjourns this after-
noon, I want to remind my colleagues 
that National Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month begins on Saturday. 

Throughout the month of October, 
we are called to increase public aware-
ness and understanding of domestic vi-
olence. As noted by the National Net-
work to End Domestic Violence, do-
mestic violence thrives when we re-
main silent. That is why I recently in-
troduced a resolution to commemorate 
National Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. 

As stated in our resolution, Congress 
should continue to raise awareness of 
domestic violence in the United States. 
We also should pledge our continued 
support for programs designed to assist 
survivors, hold perpetrators account-
able, and bring an end to domestic vio-
lence. 

I thank my colleagues, Senators 
LEAHY, AYOTTE, and KLOBUCHAR, for 
joining as original cosponsors of the 
resolution. It passed the Senate unani-
mously on September 15. Through the 
enactment of other key measures— 
such as the Violence Against Women 
Act, the Family Violence Prevention 
Act, and the Victims of Crime Act— 
Congress has made support to survivors 
a national priority for over three dec-
ades. Through the enactment of laws 
criminalizing domestic violence at the 
State and local level, we also have sent 
a strong signal to abusers that domes-
tic violence is not a private matter, 
but a public issue. 

We have come a long way, but our 
work is far from complete. Even now, 
domestic violence affects more than 12 
million people each year in the United 
States, including women, men, and 
children of every age and socio-
economic status. Research also sug-
gests that young women between the 
ages of 18 and 34 are particularly vul-
nerable to domestic violence. The neg-
ative effects of this crime go far be-
yond the confines of individual house-
holds. It impacts our communities 
when the victims of domestic violence 
are forced to choose between continued 
abuse or financial insecurity and even 
homelessness. It impacts our economy 
when the victims of this crime miss 
work and school. 

Thankfully, there are many individ-
uals and organizations in Iowa and 
elsewhere around the country that 
work around the clock to meet the 
needs of victims. They include the cri-
sis hotline personnel who provide peer- 
to-peer support or counseling to vic-
tims across the Nation. They include 
the staff and volunteers at shelters, 
who provide safe havens for victims 
fleeing abuse in communities. They in-
clude the advocates who champion pre-
vention initiatives and resources for 
victims at the State and Federal lev-
els. Last, but certainly not least, they 
include the first responders who com-
passionately respond to victims of do-
mestic violence in their most vulner-
able moments. These men and women 
put their lives at risk when responding 
to domestic abuse calls, which can be 
among the most volatile they will ex-
perience. We thank them for their 
never-ending service. 

Mr. President, once again, I thank 
my colleagues for passing this resolu-
tion unanimously. It is important that 
we continue to support the goals and 
ideals of National Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING SHIMON PERES 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to pay tribute and reflect on the 
legacy of Israeli leader, two-time 
Prime Minister, and ninth President of 
Israel Shimon Peres. I extend my con-
dolences to the family of Shimon Peres 
and to the people of Israel. 

Today you have lost a towering lead-
er who leaves behind a legacy of moral 
clarity and hope. I had the opportunity 
to meet Shimon Peres on numerous oc-
casions. After each meeting, I walked 
away inspired and hopeful, having ben-
efited immensely from his insight and 
perspective on a number of difficult 
global issues. 

Shimon Peres was not only one of the 
world’s greatest statesmen but an ar-
dent and committed advocate for 
peace. Given Shimon Peres’s personal 
history and journey, it is truly remark-
able that in his final years he refused 
to give in to cynicism and acrimony. 

As an immigrant to Israel, he was 
part of the grand project that cul-
tivated a thriving country and society. 
As a warrior, he made sure that Israel 
was always ready and able to defend 
itself. As a politician, he contributed 
to the lively and robust democracy 
that the Israelis enjoy today, but he 
never shied away from reaching out 
across lines if he thought that was in 
Israel’s interest. 

As a friend to the United States, his 
legacy is the unshakeable bond be-
tween our two countries, our govern-
ments, and our people. As a leader, he 
showed the world that extending a 
hand and daring to work for peace is 
worthy and just. He shared the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1994 with Yasser Arafat 
and Yitzhak Rabin. The legacy of the 
Oslo Accords remains active today. 

We must continue to work toward a 
two-state solution, a Jewish and Pales-
tinian state living side by side in peace 
and security. Shimon Peres’s legacy is 
the patient, difficult, taxing, and nec-
essary work of negotiations. It is only 
through direct negotiations and direct 
contact between the two sides, Israelis 
and Palestinians, that we can achieve 
this objective. 

Shimon Peres leaves behind incred-
ibly important initiatives, such as the 
Peres Center for Peace. This is a peace- 
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